Attemey Docket No. 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 
name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 
MAGNETIC HEAD AND MAGNETIC RECORDING/REPRODUCING DEVICE 



The specification of which 

a. O is attached hereto 

b. 13 was filed on as application serial no, and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case 

of a PCT-filed application) described and claimed in international no. PCT/JP2003/0 10601 filed on August 21, 2003 and as amended on 
December 18, 2003 (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit a United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 

any amendment referred to above. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



a. n no such applications have been filed. 

b. such applications have been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPIJCATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 119 


COUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 11 
(day, month, year) || 


Japan 


2002-242498 


22 August 2002 




AIX FOREIGN APPIJCATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION{S) 


COUNTRY 


APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 









I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPUCATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 







I understand that the execution of this document, and the grant of a power of attorney, does not in itself establish an attorney-client 
relationship between the undersigned and the law firm Merchant & Gould P.C., or any of its attorneys. 
Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below: 

Merchant & Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
OSANO 



First Given Name 
Koichi 



Second Given Name 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

Osaka-shi 



State or Foreign Country 

Osaka, Japan 



at, tj?y 

Osaka-shi 



Country of Citizenship 

Japan 



Mailing 
Address 



Address 



State & Zip Code/Country 
Osaka 534-0027/ JAPAN 



Signature of Inventor 201: 


Date: 
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FuD Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
NATSUI 


First Given Name 
Akinaga 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Sakai>shi 


State or Foreign Countiy 

Osaka, Japan 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


Mailing 
Address 


Address 

6-24, Kaorigaoka-cho 4-chome 


Sakai-sbi 


State & Zip Code/Country 
Osaka 590-0011/ JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 202: ^ ypi 


Date: 


0 

3 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
MURAOKA 


First Given Name 
Sbunsaku 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Hirakata-shi 


State or Foreign Country 
Osaka, Japan v ] 'PS/^ 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


Mailing 
Address 


Address 

1-52-10, Higashinakaburi 


City 

Hirakata-shi 


State & Zip Code/Country 
Osaka 573-0093/ JAPAN 


Signs 


iture of Inventor 2€ 






Date: 







Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 

rroH 


First Given Name 
Noboni 




u 1 
Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Hirakata-shi 


State or Foreign Country 
Osaica, Japan v/ /'i^ 


Country of Citizenship 
Japan 


4 


Mailing 
Address 


Address 

13-27, Higashikorishinmachi 


City 

Hirakata-shi 


State & Zip Code/Countiy 
Osaka 573-0077/ JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 204: ^ A '4^ J 


Date: 
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a' 

0 
5 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
NINOMIYA 


First Given Name 
Syouzou 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Moriguchi-shi 


State or Foreign Conntiy 
Osaka, Japan 


Country of Citizenship 
Japan 


Mailing 

Address 


Address 

27-6-208, Dainichihigashimachi 


Moriguchi-shi ^ 


State & Zip Code/Country 
Osaka 570-0016/ JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 205: 


Date: 


K 

0 
6 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
JIASEGAWA 


First Given Name 
Kenji 


Second Given Name 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

Hirakata-shi 


State or Foreign Country 
Osaka, Japan ^ J jX. 


Country of Citizenship 

Japan 


Mailing 
Address 


Address 

5-40, Yamanouekitamachi 


City ^ 
Hirakata-shi 


. State & Zip Code/Country 

Osaka 573-0049/ JAPAN 


Signature of Inventor 206: 


Date: _ ^ ^ 
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I heFcby appoint the following attomey(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 



All M Tpffpr 


i\cg. iNo. HO,.jDy 






Alfi^ra Allan Ci 


Pea Mr\ J.n 974 


l^UCI, J^CaKiil 1 . 






IVCg. INO. ZOjO^O 


j_^dcn ill, 1 nomas J . 


Ivcg. INO, r -J J, loo 


"Rat?!! 'Rrian VT 




T ^fvnurtA- ^*^lit*ictr\nli^r T 


P^o Mn A^ 04.0 


ocaiQ, jonn i_>. 


Peer Mn 97 fil 9 


J.JCW19, vJCUIgC V^. 


Peer Mn S*^ 91 d 


ocriis, jonn jvl. 




T iAr\o KAoro T7 
i^lCpa, IVldXa Jj(. 


Pact Mrk 40 


DiaCKDurn, iviurrcii w . 


Pact Mri Jifti 


iVLCJ^ouaia, Uaniei w. 


P#»<y ISJr» ^^9 044 
Keg. INO. 3Z,U*f*t 


OOlTOlOlll, IxCDcCCa 


IvCg. l>iO. Jl,*fOO 


iviciiiiyre, jr., wiiiiani r*. 


P#»cT Mr» 44 091 
Keg. l>IO. H''f,^7Z.X 


Jsrancn, Jonn w. 


Keg. 1\0. 4 1,03 J 


Mueller, Douglas P. 


13 An xirt in 'inn 
Keg. INO. ^\j,jKJ\J 


isrown, jeiirey c 


Keg. INO. 41,043 


Nelson, Anna M. 


Keg. JNO, '¥o,yjD 


oniess, oteven C 


Keg. No. 34,130 


Parsons, Nancy J. 


Da» XTm Af\ 1CA 

Keg. NO. 4U,3o4 


Uyrne, i^inaa M. 


xt^ Ark A 
Keg. No, 32,4U4 


Jrauiy, i^aniei JM. 


Da.. XTa Af\ 1 T3 

Keg. NO. 40,123 


CampDell, Keitn 


Keg. No. 4o,Dy7 


I'eterson, xyle 1 . 


Daa XTa AC noo 

Keg. No. 4o,yoy 


diiiora, Jonn A. 


Keg. No. 3U,Z47 


iTiiiiips, Jonn i3. 


Daa XTa 'yn '^AiC 

Keg. No. 37,Z0o 


Cook, Jerirey 


Keg. No. 4o,o4y 


rmo, Mark J. 


Daa XTa A'i OCO 

Reg. No. 43,o5o 


Daignault, Ronald A. 


Keg. JNO. Z3,>Oo 


Qualey, Terry 


1>Ar* XI<% 1>4Q 

Keg. INO. Z0,14o 


Li aley, Dennis K. 


Keg. !NO. 34,Vy4 


Kanaail, josnua IN. 


Daa> XTa cn TIO 
Keg. No. jU, /ly 


uaiey, wiiiiain J. 


Keg. iNO. jZ,4/i 


Keicn, Jonn L.. 


Daa. XT/n. IT THI 

Keg. JNO. 3 /, /U3 


Daulton, Julie R. 


Keg. INO. 30,41h- 


Keuana, ii^ari u. 


Pact Mr* O ^ 

Keg. JNO. ZD, /o / 


uevnes omitn, jvatnenne M., 


Keg. INO. 4Z,1 J / 


Koacn, r^aui u. 


Daa. XT/^ f\A^ 
Keg. JNO. 4j,U4j 


Liirietro, MarK J. 


Keg. JNO. Zo, /U/ 


dcnmaitz, David o. 


Da.* XTa *1C\ QOO 

Keg. INO, 3y,oZo 


Doscotch, Matthew A. 


Keg. INO. 4o,yj / 


ocnuman, iviaric li. 


Keg. INO. 31, ly/ 


txjtLi, Kooert 1. 


XT^ or* 10*7 

Keg. JNO. ZKJjLo I 


ocnumann, JViicnael Ll. 


Da<^ XTa '2n /lOO 

Keg. INO. 3U,42Z 


Epp Ryan, Sandra 


Keg. iNo, 3y,oo / 


ocull, 1 imotny r>. 


D A A XTa a^ 1 "yy 
Keg. JNO. 42,13 / 


Fitzsimmons, Karen A. 


Keg. INO. ^IJ,4/U 


Sebald, Gregory A. 


Keg. INO. 33,ZoU 


ijadiano, Cnnstina M. 


Keg. No. 37,o2o 


oKoog, MarJc 1 . 


Daa XTa Af\ 1*70 

Keg. No. 40,17o 


ijairney, Mattnew M. 


Keg. No. 4o,717 


Oa..ma I^A>4-1. IkiT 

oorge, Keitn M. 


Daa XTa Cf\ OiCC 

Keg. No. dUjood 


Croggm, Mattnew J. 


xTa ii >i IOC 

Reg. No. 44,125 


Stewart, Alan R. 


Daa XTa A ^ flT il 

Reg. No. ^l^y/A- 


vjoua, v^naries n. 


Keg. INO. 20,070 


otou-Lieijeii, Jvirstin J.^. 


Keg. INO. 43,104 


(jrorman, Alan kj. 


Da A XT^ 'io /no 
Keg. No. 3o,472 


Sullivan, Timothy 


Daa XTa /I T O O 1 

Keg. JNo. 4 /,yoi 


ijottredson, Oaren J. 


T>AA. XTa A A TOO 

Keg. No. 44,722 


Swenson, Erik G. 


Daa XTa AC 1 /I "7 

Reg, No. 45,147 


LrOUlu, JODH U, 


DArr XIr> 1Q O 0 1 

Keg. INO. lo, 223 


leiieKson, uavia Jv. 


Keg. InO, 3Z,314 


Gregson, Richard 


Da A. XTa >1 1 0/\>l 

Reg. No. 41,804 


Trembatn, Jon K. 


Daa XTa ^ O "J^ A A 

Reg. No. 3 0,344 


Oresens, John J. 


n__ XTa 110 

Reg. No. 33,112 


Tunheim, Marcia A. 


Reg. No. 42,189 


HaacK, John L. 


XT A 1 c >i 

Reg. No. 36,154 


¥T_^A..WI11 A 1U.A_4. T 

Unaerhill, Albert L. 


Daa XTa 

Reg. No. 27,403 


riamre, L.urtis o. 


i>A» XT^ on 1 /cc 
Keg. JNO. 2y,ioj 


viQovicn, Jvnstin Jv. 


D A XT^^ /I 1 A AQ 

Keg. INO. 41,44o 


Hennings, Mark 


Da A XT A AO noo 

Keg. No. 4o,yo2 


warn, Jonn K. 


Daa XTa 1 Q A /I /I 

Keg. No. 33,U44 


riertzoerg, orett A. 


XT/* /lO fi(i€\ 

Keg. JNO. 42,OOU 


welter, raui a. 


Daa XT<^ QCi(\ 

Keg. INO. zUjoyu 


riiiison, Kanaaii a. 


T>A«* KTj^ ^1 Q^Q 

Keg. JNO. 31,o3o 


wnitaKer, Jonn n,. 


Da—. XTa AO ooo 

Keg. INO. 42,222 


Hope, Leonard J. 


Keg. NO. 


Wiegand, Jamie 


Dam. XT.-k O 

Keg. NO. D2,30l 


Homsby, Ul, Alton 


Daa xTa a o or*o 

Reg. No. 4rl,^yy 


Wier, David D. 


Daa XTa AO OOO 

Reg. No. 48,229 


Jacobson, Charles A. 


Daa XTa ca n/zt 
Keg. JNO. 53,0ol 


Williams, Douglas J. 


Daa XTa T7 a C /I 

Keg. JNo. 2/,Ud4 


Johns, Nicholas P. 


Keg. JNO. 4o,yy3 


Withers, James D. 


Daa, XT/V An 

Keg. INO. 4U,3/0 


jonnsion, ocott w. 


Keg. INO. 3y, /21 


Wong, Bryan A. 


Keg. INO. DU,o30 


ICalinsky, Robert A. 


Pa/* "Mr* 471 

Keg. INO. DO,4 / 1 


wong, mom as o. 


Daa XT-. AQ ^T7 

Keg. INO. 4o,j / / 






T^TiJi ' I'lfTi Tin crlra n o 
J, 1111 J. 


Ppo Mn 4^ 949 


Kettelberger, Denise 


Reg. No. 33,924 


Zeuli, Anthony R. 


Reg. No. 45,255 


Keys, Jeramie J. 


Reg. No. 42,724 






Knearl, Homer L. 


Reg. No. 21,197 






Korver, Joshua W. 


Reg. No. 51,894 






Kowalchyk, Alan W. 


Reg. No. 31,535 






Kowalchyk, Katherine M. 


Reg. No. 36,848 






Lamberty, Michael 


Reg. No. 50,760 






Larson, James A. 


Reg. No. 40,443 







I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attomey/firm/ organization 
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after fuU disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 
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I ackiiowledge the duty to disclose information that is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § 1^6 (reprinted below): 

§ 1^6 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn &om consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of -proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 

(e) In any continuation-in-part application, the duty under this section includes the duty to disclose to the Office all 
information known to the person to be material to patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section, which became available between 
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of the continuation-in-part application. 
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10/523104 

S/N Unknown DT05 Rec'd PCT/PT Q>Afekf 201^ 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: OSANOetal. Examiner: Unknown 

Serial No.: Unknown Group Art Unit: Unknown 

Filed: February 1, 2005 Docket No.: 10873.1610USWO 



Title: 



MAGNETIC HEAD AND MAGNETIC RECORDING/REPRODUCING 
DEVICE 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR I.IO : 

"Express Mail" mailing label number: EV 495868276 US 

Date of Deposit: February 1 , 2005 




ing'deposited witli the U.S. Postal Service "Express Mail Post OfTfice to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 
is addressed to Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450. 



Name: 



COMMUNICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.32(c¥3) 

Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.32 (c)(3) please appoint the following 10 practitioners named in the Power of 
Attorney to be recognized by the U.S. Patent Office as being of record in the above-identified 
application: 



Brian H. Batzli (32,960) 
John A. Cliffordj(10;>,4:Z) 
John J. Gresens 
Curtis B. Hamre (?.<?, 165) 
Robert A. Kalinsky (50,471) 



James A. Larson ( 40.443) 
Douglas P. Mueller 43IUQa) 
Joshua N. Randall X5ail5) 
Michael D. Schumann (30,422) 
Gregory A. Sebal<l.(33.280) 



The undersigned was named on the Power of Attorney. 

Respectfully submitted, 



23552 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 3i2-530Q ' 



Dated: February 1. 2005 



DPM/sbd 




)ouglas P. Mueller 
Reg. No. 30,300 



